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MetBase 7.2 for Microsoft Windows ™ 
 

The Meteorite Data Retrieval Software 
and Bibliography on Meteoritics and Planetary Science 

 

MetBase 7.2 for Microsoft Windows is the leading electronic meteorite information system. The database software has 
been tailored to the needs of professional researchers working in the field of meteoritics and planetary sciences. MetBase 
holds the world’s largest compilation of meteorite data on its own user-friendly program platform. 
 
MetBase gives its user a quick overview on scientific studies and analyses done on a specific meteorite and references the 
corresponding publication. Basic information including classifications and important analysis data is stored in database 
tables and can easily be retrieved for any of the 31,191+ known meteorites. You want to know the repository of a type 
sample or thin section? MetBase gives access to information on more than 71,400 meteorite specimens in 708 collections 
worldwide. You wish to do statistical data processing, e.g., the study of genetic relationships or meteorite populations? 
MetBase can make life much easier. Just do a query and retrieve the data needed by setting selection criteria out of a 
choice of more than 150 individual parameters. For further processing, query results can be exported to other standard 
software, like Excel™ spreadsheet. You are looking for meteorite literature? With more than 87,200 references, MetBase 
holds the largest keyword-indexed bibliography on meteoritics and related subjects, such as lunar rocks, impact cratering, 
tektites, meteors, asteroids, cosmochemistry and solar system origin, micrometeorites and IDPs, exobiology, or martian 
geology. 
 
The MetBase 7.2 database contains to date: 
 

· basic information  such as name, date, time, country, state, district, exact coordinates, total weight, number of pieces, recovery 
circumstances of all known 31,191 individual meteorites  

· meteorite synonyms  and pairing information  
· literature references  to recent publications on 31,000+ individual meteorites 
· images database:  2,067+ pictures of main masses and type specimens, incl. field photos of about 1,300 hot-desert finds 
· the published classificational data , e.g. chemical group, structural type, subtype classification, shock and weathering stage, 

mineralogical and textural features 
· 43,800+ mineral chemistry data : olivine, pyroxene, plagioclase composition, etc. 
· 1,961+ bulk chemical analyses of 1,356+ stony meteorites (mainly wet chemical analyses) 
· almost complete set of 91,000+ major, minor and  trace element data  for about 3,950 stony-, stony-iron- and iron meteorites (up to 

78 elements) 
· 50,100+ noble gas isotope data : He, Ne, Ar isotope concentrations and ratios 
· 9,300+ cosmogenic radionuclide data : 26Al, 10Be, 53Mn, 36Cl, 41Ca, 21Nec activities 
· 934+ terrestrial ages, mainly based on 14C- and 36Cl activity data 
· 2,982+ published oxygen, nitrogen, carbon, and hydrogen stable isoto pe data 
· 3,445 induced and natural thermoluminescence (TL, NTL) data  of about 1,750 stony meteorites 
· physical properties : 1129+ porosity and density data of stony and stony-iron meteorites  
· repositories of material : information on 71,433+ meteorite specimens in 708 repositories 
· repositories of prepared sections : 21,946 records 
· catalogues of about 630 meteorite collections  can be retrieved and printed 
· statistical utilities : calculations of annual falls/finds, classification/weight statistics, shock stages listed by type; country group 

statistics 
· bibliography on meteoritics , comprising about 87,158 references to literature on meteorites, planetary geology (Earth’s Moon, 

Mars, Venus, Mercury, Asteroids), origin of the solar system, impact cratering, tektites, meteors, meteoroids, IDPs, exobiology, 
general planetology and comets, published between 1491 and 2005, with abstract text and object names (e.g., meteorite names, 
lunar rock sample IDs) if available. 

 
Single user licences of MetBase 7.2 can be obtained at a price of 370�  plus shipping. Registered users of earlier MetBase 
versions will receive annual updates at a price of 93�  plus shipping. 
 
MetBase 7.2  can be installed on every IBM compatible PC with Pentium type processor, a minimum of 64 MB DRAM 
memory, 500 MB of free disk space, and a Microsoft-Windows platform (NT,98,ME,XP or 2000). No MacIntosh versions 
are currently available.  
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MetBase Users 
Reference List of Institutions (Extract Only) 
 
 
 
Europe 
Berlin, Naturkundemuseum, Humboldt-Universität 
Bern, Physikalisches Institut 
Hamburg, Mineralogisches Institut 
Köln, Mineralogisches Institut 
Mainz, Max-Planck-Institut für Chemie 
Manchester, University 
Milton Keynes, Open University 
Münster, Institut für Planetologie 
Nancy, CNRS, CRPG 
Paris, Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle 
Prague, Charles University 
Rome, Vatican Observatory 
Warsaw, Geological Institute 
Vienna, Naturhistorisches Museum 
Zürich, ETH 
 
USA 
Honolulu, University of Hawaii, Plantology 
Los Angeles, University of California 
New York, American Museum of Natural History 
Piscataway, Rutgers University 
The Meteoritical Society & The Meteoritical Bulletin 
Tempe, Arizona State University 
Tucson, University of Arizona 
U. S. Geological Survey 
Washington, Smithsonian Institution, U. S. National Museum 
 
Japan 
Kyushu, University, Faculty of Science 
Mito, Ibaraki University 
Tokyo, National Institute of Polar Research 
Tokyo, National Science Museum 
Tokyo, Metropolitan University 
Yamada, Okayama University 
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MetBase 7.2   
Selection of screen shots 
 

 
Main menu page 

 

 
Basic Information and analysis data overview 

 

 
Repository listing of meteoritic material and thin sections 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Literature references for a selected meteorite 

 

 
Bulk chemical analyses 

 

 
Major, minor, and trace element analysis data 
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Chemical analysis data of iron meteorites 

 

Physical properties (density and porosity) 

 

Light stable isotopes 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Light noble gases 

 

 
Cosmogenic radionuclides 

 

Bibliography of Meteoritics and Planetary Sciences  
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Bibliography - Keywords and Object Information 

 

 
Bibliography on Meteoritics - Abstract text 

 

 
Meteorite Collection Information / Catalogues 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Query page for data selection 

 

Meteorite Images 
 
 
 
 


